Immerse yourself in the peace and simplicity of Franciscan living

INTERNATIONAL

We belong to a worldwide Franciscan Order founded by St. Francis of Assisi in the thirteenth century.  The Franciscan family consists of priests, brothers, sisters and Secular Franciscans.  Michelangelo, Dante, Pasteur, Mother Cabrini, Pope John XXIII, many popes and numerous others have been members.

THE ORDER

The Secular Franciscan Order is approved by the Church.  It has a Rule of life and is not merely a pious/spiritual society or association, a sodality, or a prayer group,  but rather it is a dynamic evangelizing community of baptized secular people with an evangelical (i.e., gospel-based) spirituality, life-style, and mission. As the spirituality of the SFO is secular, so also is the ministry.  We are not called to leave the world, but to transform it.

GOSPEL LIVING

Our vocation is to make Sacred Scripture the basis for our life, especially the Gospel, following Jesus Christ closely in the spirit of St. Francis.

FRATERNITY

We are sisters and brothers in Christ.

The fraternity to which we belong is the privileged place where we develop our sense of Church, franciscan spirituality and ministry.  

Meetings are held monthly for prayer, study, sharing and fraternalizing.  We seek to encounter the living person of Christ in each other, in Scripture and Liturgical prayer and in the Sacraments.

CONVERSION

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ spoke to Francis and Francis truly heard.  He turned from a life of comfort and self indulgence to a life of ongoing conversion and service.  Inspired by this radical change in Francis, Clare of Assisi left wealth and family to find the truth of the Gospel way of life.  We too strive daily to abandon ourselves to God’s plan for our lives.

SIMPLICITY

Secular Franciscans seek to live simply, valuing the goodness of creation, and sharing their love for God with others.  

St. Francis was known to revere all creation as originating lovingly from God.  As God’s stewards of creation,

our work is to foster a love for the sacredness of all life, to relinquish the desire to accumulate goods and for the power of possessions, and to find joy in the abundance of God rather than the empty promises of the world.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Secular Franciscan brothers and sisters seek to respond to the Gospel challenge

through the witness of their lives, identifying with the poor and the needy, and promoting social justice in response to the call to mission of the Church.

PEACE AND PENANCE

Adopting Saints Francis and Clare as models, Secular Franciscans work ardently for peace and reconciliation in their families, churches, communities,

schools, work places....in all corners of the world.

We value the integrity of family life as a sign in the world of peace, fidelity and respect for life.  

We esteem work as a gift through which we share in creation, redemption and service to the human family.

We are actively involved in the sacramental life of the church and reaching out to community life in service, love and the building of God’s kingdom.

SECULAR FRANCISCANS 

IN CANADA

There are approximately 8,000 Secular Franciscans in Canada and over one million worldwide.  Are you being called to be a part of the Franciscan Family?
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CONTACTS:

For information on the International Fraternity of Secular Franciscans

www.ciofs.org 

For information on the National Fraternity of Secular Franciscans:

www.ofsnational.ca
For information on the Regional Fraternity of Secular Franciscans in Ontario:

www.secularfranciscanstrilliumregion.com
For information on the Local Fraternity in this or a near-by parish:

THE SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER

INVITES YOU TO COME AND SEE.......
....a plan of life centered on the person and on the following of Christ...Rule 5

